LITERATURE OF THE HOLOCAUST
Froma I. Zeitlin
Tues-Thurs 2-4.45

“After Auschwitz we must write poetry, but with wounded words.  Edmond Jabès, The Book of Margins (1993)
More than 80 years later, the Holocaust remains one of the most traumatic events of modern Western experience. The shock of the catastrophe sets up a tension between a desire to efface, forget, or disbelieve and an even stronger imperative to record, reveal, and remember what the imagination could not have invented. This seminar will explore a range of responses to this historical crisis through the study of a variety of texts drawn from different nationalities, languages, genres, and points of view.  We will focus on themes of bearing witness and the work of memory on the one hand, and on the other, we will confront the potential contradictions between aesthetic and ethical imperatives and the conditions of representation itself when faced with the unrepresentable. 
With the current rise of neo-Nazis, white supremacists, Holocaust deniers, and other racist groups, along with ethnic cleansings elsewhere and the current heartbreaking refugee and immigration crises, a study of the frightful past is more relevant than ever and raises even more troubling questions about the well-known slogan: Never Again! But this is not our aim.  Rather, in additional to optional essays, our readings represent such well-known authors as Elie Wiesel, Primo Levi, Charlotte Delbo, Art Spiegelman, along with lesser figures, all of whom, however, are of superior literary and ethical value.
REQUIREMENTS:
a. Faithful attendance at each session.  
b. Two page bi-weekly comments/questions/reactions on the reading assignment at the time of the seminar [for use in class discussion and for your own record of reading]. Ideally, send to me before class.
c. Term Paper on a topic of your choosing in consultation with the instructor

Films: Optional: there are numerous distinguished feature films that can be shown (Wednesday evenings), if the students are interested: Choose 4: Europa, Europa; Fateless; Life is Beautiful; Au revoir,les enfants; Schindler’s List; The Pianist: Enemies, A Love Story; Lore; Sunshine; Mephisto; Gloomy Sunday; Korczak;; Shop on Main Street; The Reader.

Students will benefit from some general knowledge of the period between 1933 and 1945 prior to taking this class. See e.g, Chronology https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20000321-holocaust-chronology.pdf;  and http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/holocaust/timeline.html#39 
Overview: https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/introduction-to-the-holocaust; 
Documents: http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/document/document.htm

REQUIRED BOOKS: 
Wiesel, Elie.  Night: Hill and Wang. 978-0374500016 (120 pp)
Levi, Primo. Survival in Auschwitz:  Simon & Schuster. 978-0684826806
(187 pp)
Delbo, Charlotte. Auschwitz and After: Yale Univ Pr [2d ed] 978-0300190779
(114 pp)
Albahari, David. Götz and Meyer.  Dalkey Archive Press.  978-1628970920
 (180 pp) 
Glowinski, Michal.  The Black Seasons: Northwestern Univ Press. 978-0810119598
(192 pp) 
Weil, Jiri. Life With a Star.  Northwestern Univ Pr. 978-0810116856 (208 pp)
Kosinski, Jerzy. The Painted Bird: 2d ed. Grove Press 978-0802134226
(234 pp) 
Spiegelman, Art. Maus I, Maus II: Pantheon.: 978-0679748403 [boxed set]. Each can also be bought separately: Maus I:  978-0394747231; Maus II: 978-0679729778 (c. 300 pp)
Carl Friedman, Nightfather Persea. 978-0892551934 (135 pp)
Bernhard Schlink, The Reader. Vintage. 978-0375707971 (218 pp)
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