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*English version*

Class Time: 11:15-12:30pm Tuesday and Thursday
Class Room: 75 Shannon Street

Professor: Sam Liebhaber ("Ustaadh Sam")

Office Hours: Wednesday, 1:30-3:30, Voter 002
Email: slieb@middlebury.edu

Course description

Classical Arabic prose is one of the delights of world literature. A product of the vibrant intellectual climate of the
'Abbasid Caliphate (750 - 1258 CE) and the succeeding eras, Classical Arabic prose embodies a humanistic
sensitivity and inquisitive depth that has set the standard for literary Arabic. In this course we will read representa-
tive texts from some major genres of Classical Arabic prose: geography, history, philology, biography, and the
tradition of courtly belles-lettres.

Course goals

1) To expand your ability to speak in Arabic about a variety of scholarly and literary topics through class
discussions and a final project.

2) To enrich your knowledge concerning the intellectual environment of the Arabic world from the earliest
centuries of the Islamic era through the pre-modern era. We will concentrate on any number of the following
scholarly domains: political and social science, history and biography, geography, religious philosophy and
sufism, literature and literary theory.

3) To develop your Arabic writing skills as a way to improve your expressive abilities in Arabic, whether in
writing or speaking. To this end, you will submit two formal written assignments during the semester and you
will take three short quizzes on vocabulary that you will collect and record in a dedicated list throughout the

semester.

4) To read advanced and authentic texts for general ideas and specific information. In addition to reading for
comprehension, you will also practice your articulation and delivery of Arabic through reading aloud and will
cement your grammatical knowledge through written drills.

Course materials

1) All readings will be provided to you by the professor. You do not need to purchase any books or textbooks
for this course.

2) You will make ample use of the Encyclopaedia of Islam which is available online through the Middlebury
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College website.

Course topics

The course will be divided into a number of units lasting 2-3 weeks each. They are:
1) The Meaning and Significance of “Heritage” (furath) in the Arab World

2) History: Battle Days of the Arabs, Religious Biography, and Secular History (Ibn Hisham, al-Tabari, Ibn al-
"Athr)

3) Applied Science: The Book of Nabati Agriculture (Ibn Wahshiyya)
4) Social and Political Philosophy (Ibn Khaldiin)

Student Expectations

1) Participation will be assessed based on your interactions with your classmates in paired work and in small
group activities, as well as in general class discussions. Of course, participation is not possible without

attending class.

2) Come prepared for class by completing and submitting homework assignments according to the instructor's
instructions. With respect to out-of-class preparation, the expectation is that you’ll spend two hours between
Tuesday’s and Thursday’s classes and three hours between Thursday and Tuesday classes (i.e., over the
weekend) getting ready for the next class.

3) If you miss a class, you are responsible for catching up on the missed material yourself. If you are unable to
submit an assignment on time, you may submit it late but I may not provide the same level of attention to your
work that I’ll dedicate to work that is turned in on time.

4) You must attend class on exam days. I will not provide make-up exams. So, please record the exam dates in
your calendar and plan your schedule accordingly. If you are feeling sick, put on a mask and pull yourself to

class.

5) If you are experiencing cold/flu/COVID-19 symptoms, wear a mask in the class.
6) Drinks yes, food no.

Grade Distribution

1) Participation - 24 points
2) Papers (2) - 12 points (6 points each)

3) Written homework and brief presentations - 12 points



4) Content exams (2) - 16 points (8 points each)

5) Brief vocabulary exams (3) - 6 points (2 points each)

6) Final exam - 10 points

7) Final Project - 12 points

8) Attending the Arabic Language Table (8 times) - 8 points
Total points: 100

Important Dates

1) Papers: Thursday, March 12 & April 9
2) Content exams: Tuesday, March 5 & Thursday, April 2

3) Vocabulary quizzes: Thursday, February 26, March 19 & April 30
4) Final Project: Tuesday, May 5 & Thursday, May 7

5) Final Exam: Date TBA



