AMST/GSFS 0224 

Formations of Race and Ethnicity
Middlebury College

Spring 2016
Meeting Times: TR 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Classroom: Monroe 318
http://sites.middlebury.edu/amst0224s15
Instructor Information

Professor Rachael Miyung Joo

Office: Axinn 248

Telephone: 802-443-5783

Email: rjoo@middlebury.edu
Office Hours: Mondays 2 p.m.-4 p.m. 
Thursdays: 11-12 p.m. 
Course Description

In this course, we will investigate the cultural meanings and social consequences of the categories of race and ethnicity in the United States. We will explore the historical production of modern conceptions of racial and ethnic difference by investigating the role of these ideas in producing “scientific” knowledge, nation-building, and capitalist accumulation. We will track the changing “common sense” ideas about race and ethnicity over the past two centuries. The intersections of race and ethnicity with other categories of difference, such as class, sexuality, and gender will be explored. We will discuss how racial and ethnic differences shape our everyday lives, and even our imagined futures. 

The material in this course covers a variety of theoretical approaches to the study of race and ethnicity. Rather than focusing at length on any one racial or ethnic category, the readings and lectures offer analytical frameworks, such as biological determinism, historical materialism, and nationalism, to promote comparisons and connections between a variety of cases at different historical moments. The interdisciplinary design encourages critical thinking about the complex ways that race and ethnicity shape scientific knowledge, material realities, social interactions, and personal experiences. The course presents students of culture and society with a number of approaches in the study of social difference, inequality, and change. 

Throughout this course, students will be encouraged to think about how race and ethnicity operate in their everyday lives and to apply concepts discussed in class to their own personal experiences and to current events. In-class exercises and discussions are planned to promote active engagement with the ideas presented in the required texts and lectures. 

Required Readings and Media

Books (Available for purchase in the bookstore or on reserve at the Main Library)
Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (New York: The New Press, 2011). 

Arendt, Hannah. The Origins of Totalitarianism, Vol. 1 (New York: Harvest Books, 1973).
Molina, Natalia, Fit to be Citizens? Public Health and Race in Los Angeles, 1879-1939 (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2006) 
Coates, Ta-nehisi, Between the World and Me (New York: Spiegel and Grau, 2015). 
eReserves

All other required readings are available as eReserves on the Course Reserves page:
http://eres.middlebury.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=1438
Password: 4226rj
 
Film 

You will be expected to summarize, analyze, and critique all films and film clips screened in class. In the case of absence, you will be required to watch the film on your own. The films will be available on 4-hour reserve in the Davis Family Library.  

Assignments and Grading Breakdown
In order to pass the class, you must complete all required assignments with a passing grade. In other words, if you take this class pass/fail, you will not pass if you do not complete the quiz and both papers. 
Class Participation (10%)

You are expected to come prepared to every class having finished all the readings and completed all the assignments. You will be expected to actively engage in class discussions and to demonstrate that you have thought about the material. I may call on you during class to discuss the material assigned for that day. Twice during the semester, you will be responsible for crafting a discussion question regarding the readings. These questions should be emailed to me at rjoo@middlebury.edu at midnight prior to the date you are assigned. 

Quiz in class on February 28 (15% grade) Required
The quiz will cover the material assigned in the first three weeks. The quiz will be a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and short essay questions. The questions will be based on key material and major themes in the readings, lectures, and film. The quiz will include the Bowker and Starr readings for the date of the quiz, Thursday, February 28. 

Analytical paper due on Friday April 18 (25% of grade) Required
This 5-page analytical paper will require you to write on the relationship between race and class as covered in the class materials.
Final Analytical paper due on Monday, May 16 (30% of grade) Required
This analytical paper will challenge you to demonstrate your mastery of the material and to synthesize some of the key themes covered in class. 

Exercises (20% of grade, 8 of 10 exercises due) 

Exercises are planned to encourage active engagement with the ideas presented in class and to promote lively class discussions. Exercises are indicated in the shaded boxes. Each exercise varies from week to week. The content of the exercises may change in order to respond to current events, college programs, and class interests. Exercises will not be given a letter grade, but incomplete or substandard assignments will not be counted toward your overall score. You will be given credit for 8 of 10 exercises. Late exercises will not be accepted. 

Class Policies

Attendance

Regular attendance is essential to doing well in the class. In the case of an absence, you should find out from a classmate what you have missed. You will be expected to arrive on time. Entering the classroom more than ten minutes late will be considered an absence. After two unexcused absences, each absence thereafter will incur a half letter deduction from your final grade (A- becomes a B+). Please inform me well in advance of any scheduled absences. It is your responsibility to ensure that I receive assignments for missed classes. It is also your responsibility to have your Commons Dean notify me in the case of any excused absences. 

Late Assignment Policy

There will be a ½ letter grade deduction for each day an essay or exam is submitted late. Late exercises will not be accepted. If you know you will miss a deadline or exam, please inform me well before the due date and alternate arrangements will be made.

Computer/Cell Phone policy

You should not use your computer or cell phones in class. If I observe you using personal digital communications devices, I will, without warning, deduct a letter grade from your final grade (I can see you texting under the desk, and it is very distracting). If there is a personal reason explaining why you need to be on your computer, please come talk to me. 

Meeting with the Professor 

I encourage each of you to visit me during office hours. If you cannot make the times posted above, please make an appointment outside those times. If you are unable to meet me in person, phone or Skype appointments during office hours can also be arranged. 

Academic Honesty and Honor Code

All of your work must comply with the college’s general policy on intellectual property, academic misconduct, and plagiarism. Detailed descriptions of academic dishonesty are outlined in the Academic Honesty/ Honor Code/ Disciplinary Policies Statement: http://www.middlebury.edu/about/handbook/student_policies/Academic_Disciplinary_Policies. 

It is your responsibility to write in full the honor code pledge (“I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this assignment.”) on all of your academic work and sign below it to confirm your commitment to this pledge. 

Accessibility Services

Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability should document their needs with Student Accessibility Services. Please do not hesitate to let me know what I can do to facilitate your participation in this course. I am available to meet with you in person or on email. The Student Accessibility Services office is located at Meeker House. Jodi Litchfield is the campus coordinator: 802-443-5936; litchfie@middlebury.edu
http://www.middlebury.edu/studentlife/doc/ada/
Schedule 

All readings should be completed prior to the class on which they are scheduled. The readings and exercises may change over the course of the semester. An asterisk indicates that the reading is available on the eRes site. 

Week 1: Origins of the Modern “Science” of Race

Tuesday, February 16
Introduction to the course

	Exercise #1: Based on the Lewontin reading, write a 1-page discussion of “biological determinism.” Make sure that your discussion includes a definition of “biological determinism” in your own words. You should also include an example of biological determinism that you have drawn from your own observations of everyday life. Hard copy due in class Thurs. February 18.


Thursday, February 18
Read: 
Gould, “American Polygeny and Craniometry before Darwin”* 

Lewontin, “All in the Genes?”*

View: 
“Race: The Power of an Illusion, Vol. 1,” Segments (in class)
Week 2: Eugenics
Tuesday, February 23
Read: 
Molina, Fit to be Citizens? Chapters 1-3
	Exercise #2: Upon reading Molina’s text, what are some of the legacies of eugenics and race that continue to exist today? Find a newspaper article that demonstrates the existence of eugenics in contemporary society and write a one-page discussion. Thursday, February 25. 


Thursday, February 25
Read: 
Molina, Fit to be Citizens? Chapters 4, 5
	Exercise #3: Using official census categories, breakdown the racial makeup of your 1) home town (zip code), 2) home state, 3) Middlebury, 4) Vermont, and 5) U.S. at large. Offer comparisons between the above places. Write a 1-page summary of your findings discussing whether your findings confirmed your previous assumptions and what was surprising to you. If you are an international student, choose a place in the United States and not in Vermont that interests you. Hard copy due in class, Tuesday, March 1. http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t


Week 3: Racial Classification and the State

Tuesday, March 1
Read: 
Snipp, “The American Census”*
http://www.census.gov/population/race/data/MREAD_1790_2010.html
Schmidt, Ryan, “American Indian Identity and Blood Quantum in the 21st Century”* 
Jaimes, “Federal Indian Identification Policy”*
Thursday, March 3
Read:
Bowker and Star, “The Case of Race Classification and Reclassification under
Apartheid”* (material will be included in the quiz)
IN-CLASS QUIZ
Week 4: Historical Materialism, Nationalism, & Racial Difference
Tuesday, March 8
Read:  Arendt, Anti-Semitism: Part One of the Origins of Totalitarianism, p. 1-53 

Marx, “The German Ideology”*

	Exercise #4: Define “historical materialism” and discuss how “historical materialism” might relate to race and ethnicity using an example from everyday life. Please note that historical materialism is an approach to the study of history. This discussion should be one page.  The hard copy is due in class Thurs., March 10. 


Thursday, March 10
Read: 
Arendt, Imperialism: Part Two of the Origins of Totalitarianism, p.123-139; p. 158-184

Week 5: Split Labor Market Theory

Tuesday, March 15
Read: 
Roediger, “Irish American Workers and White Racial Formation in the Antebellum United States”*

Bonacich, “A Theory of Ethnic Antagonism”*


Lee, “The Coolie and the White Working Class”*

	Exercise #5: Revisit the U.S. Census website and compare the racial makeup of your home zip code to adjacent zip codes, or the zip codes of neighborhoods nearby that you know differ significantly from yours. Include the median household income. Make a print out of at least 2 zip codes and write a 1-page discussion of your findings. Due Thurs., March 17.


Paper Topics Assigned

Thursday, March 17: Housing and Racial Segregation
Read: 
Harris, Cheryl, “Whiteness as Property”* 

Coates, Ta-nehisi, “The Case for Reparations”*
View: 
“Race: The Power of an Illusion: Episode 3: The House We Live In”

Week 6
Tuesday, March 22: Mass Incarceration
Read: 
Alexander, The New Jim Crow, p. 1-39

	Exercise #6: Go to the website http://www.sentencingproject.org and visit the section on Racial Disparity: Featured Stories. Informed by the Alexander readings, prepare notes for debate in class (1-page). 


Thursday, March 24
Read: 
Alexander, The New Jim Crow, p. 140-261
In Class Debate
SPRING BREAK! 

Week 7: Race and Nature
Monday, April 4 at 5:00 p.m. Papers Due

Tuesday, April 5 Race, Immigration, and Nature
Read: 
Kosek, “Racial Degradation and Environmental Anxieties”*
Stern, “California’s Eugenic Landscapes”*

	Exercise #8: Look through popular magazines for outdoor adventures, like Outdoor, Skiing, or websites that specialize in adventure travel like GORP. Who is represented in the images? How is race represented? How is nature connected to these ideas of race? How do these images support or contest the arguments of Stern and Kosek? (1-page), Hard copy due in class, Thurs. April 7


Thursday, April 7 Environmental Racism
Read: 
Park and Pellow, Racial Formation, Environmental Racism and the Emergence of 

Silicon Valley* 

Perkins and Sze, “Images from the Central Valley”*

Week 8: Environmental Justice
Tuesday, April 12 Environmental Privilege

Read:  Pulido, “Rethinking Environmental Racism and Urban Development in Southern
California”* 

	Exercise #9: Based on the readings and your own experiences, what do you think are some effective ways to achieve racial justice and environmental justice? One-page response due Thursday, April 14. 


Thursday, April 14 Environmental Justice 
Read: Pezzullo, “Touring ‘Cancer Alley’”*
Week 9: Orientalism
Tuesday, April 19
Read: 
Said, Orientalism*
Beinin, “Knowing the Other: Arabs, Islam and the West”*

Thursday, April 21
Read 
Volpp, “The Citizen and the Terrorist”*

Week 10: Nation, Sexuality, and Race

Tuesday, April 26
Read: 
Stoler, “Carnal Knowledge and Imperial Power”*
	Exercise #10: Find a tourist advertisement that incorporates narratives of race and sexuality.  Hard copy due in class, Thursday, April 28. 


Thursday, April 28
Read: 
Lutz & Collins, “The Color of Sex”*


Gregory, “Imperial Masculinity”*
Watch: “Seeking Asian Female”  

Week 11 #blacklivesmatter, social media, and the new civil rights movements
May 3
Read: 
Bonilla and Rosa, “#Ferguson: Digital Protest, Hashtag Ethnography, and the Racial Politics of Social Media in the United States”* 
Presentations on final papers/projects      
May 5

Read: Crowd sourced articles, readings TBD
Presentations on final papers/projects
Week 12 Racial Futures
May 10 
Read: Coates, Ta-nehisi, Between the World and Me
Last class, no class on May 12

Finals Week

Final papers due Monday, May 16 by 5:00 p.m.
Should be emailed to rjoo@middlebury.edu
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