
Advanced Interpretation I
Simultaneous Interpretation

TIFR 8637 A
Fall Semester 2018

Professor:


Alix Sehr-Stewart

Language Pair:

German into English

Office Hours:


Mondays and Tuesdays by appointment (e-mail: asehrstewart@miis.edu; cell: (209) 304-6909

Class time and room:

Monday 2-4pm, CF456B
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This second-year course is offered during the third semester of the interpretation curriculum and builds on the introductory course to simultaneous interpretation taught during the previous spring. GSTI professors are native speakers and practicing conference interpreters and may occasionally reschedule classes when they are required to leave on assignment. 
We will work with a range of source language oral discourse materials: videos, transcripts, guest speakers, etc. As students’ skills progress, more difficult topics and texts will be used. During the semester the content, complexity, tone, register, speed and length of speeches chosen will become more challenging, as will in-class performance goals, assessment and expectations. 
The course will begin with a general review of strategies acquired. Topics will initially be drawn from current affairs, moving on to international economic/financial topics and then scientific/technical speeches and presentations typical of those delivered at international conferences. The subject matter will generally be announced one week in advance.
Sight translation practice is considered to be an important component of this course. In addition to supporting simultaneous interpreting strategies in general, sight translation will be gradually integrated into simultaneous exercises in the form of simultaneous interpretation with text.  
Students are encouraged to bring a recording device to every class to record their own performance. (A good starting point for a self-assessment review is always a performance recorded in class.) 
Students are expected to practice regularly. Teamwork and reflective practice will be an essential feature of this class: regular practice sessions (at least two hours for each hour spent in class) must complement classroom performance. This approach combines self-assessment, constructive feedback and journal keeping. It is important for students to keep a practice journal and include comments on both progress made and problems encountered in practice session both alone and with peers. Time will be provided in class as needed to discuss issued recorded in your journals and the professor may ask to see your journey occasionally.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
By the end of this course, students should feel confident that they have mastered the basic skills of simultaneous interpretation and know how to properly prepare for a technical conference and draw up the necessary glossaries. The overarching goal of this course is for students to be able to provide an accurate and smooth interpretation of approximately 25 minutes of a moderately challenging technical German speech or presentation into English by the end of the semester.
EVALUATION/GRADING POLICY: 
This course requires a passing grade for students to continue into the 4th semester. The principal criteria for assessment are interpretation strategy, meaning, style, and presentation. A student's performance may be judged deficient on any one of these criteria. 
All grades except the final will have indicative value only and the final grade will be based mostly on the final exam, while classroom performance, preparation and midterms are also taken into account. 
Please note that students should aim for a B or better in this class. Nevertheless, an acceptable to excellent classroom performance is not necessarily predictive of performance at Professional Exams. 
GRADES:

A/A- 

Always outstanding to very good in most aspects

B+/B 

Very good to good in most aspects

B- 

Borderline to unsatisfactory in some or all aspects

C+ or less 
Completely unsatisfactory

· Students with documented disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in class are encouraged to contact Associate Dean of Student Services, Ashley Arrocha, as early in the semester as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely manner. Assistance is available to eligible students through the Office of Student Services. Please contact aarrocha@miis.edu or (831) 647-4654 for more information. All discussions will remain confidential.
 
· Students are expected to be familiar and comply with our Student Policies including our Academic Honesty Policy. For more information on these policies, please visit go.miis.edu/studentpolicies and/or contact Associate Dean of Student Services, Ashley Arrocha at aarrocha@miis.edu or (831) 647-4654.
